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On POPULAR MADNESS. 


« Tt requires a nice eye to diftinguith between fome people’s and 


cther people’s madnefs.” 
BisHor Pearce. 


To the PRINTER. 
SIR, 


ew often thought, that converfation would be far more 
inftruétive, as well as entertaining, than we frequently find 
it, if we made a point of underftanding the words we made 
we of, But it appears to me that a word, which when launched 
into the world, has a precife and fixed meaning, becomes in its 
progrefs perfectly unintelligible by mifapplication, and either 
acquires a meaning diametrically oppofite to what it originally 
bore, or is fo disfigured and perverted by ignorant employers, 
as fearce to have any meaning left. Of words thus mifap- 
plied and mifunderftood, I know none that have fuffered more 
than the words mad and madnefs, which, although in every 
body’s mouth, and applied to ten thoufand cafes, convey fo 
many different meanings, that when we want a definition, we 
cannot find two people who agree in terms, nor are we more 
luccefsful in repairing to our dictionaries, for they give us 
only parallel words, fuch as mad—bereft of the fenfes, &c. 

The freedom with which we appiy thele words to the cafe 
of our friends and acquaintances ought, | fhould humbly pre- 
fume, to have made us a little delicate in the ufe of them, and 
very well fatisfied as to their real méaning, before we took li« 
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berties with others, which they might retaliate upon ours 
felves. My ncigbour Agreftis faid to me the other day “ft 
have juft been with Mr. Thomas Confol; I am forry to tell 
you, Mr. Meanwell, that he is quite mad He had a very good 
trade a few years ago, but he fold ali off, put his money into 
the funds, where he now fhifts and changes it about with every 
variety of public news, and {pends half his day in waiting at 
the Stock Exchange to catch an eighth per cent. and the other 
half at his houfe at Hackney, entertaining himfelf and his 
Staite, ini Ue gees Prins Bs hob Sant, Ss Oe wae See 
has received or is likely to receive : > Lam forry to fay it, but 
the manisas mad asa Ma rch hare,’ 
Scarcely had Agrettis left me, when Mr. Confol came up, 
hearty y fhake of the hand, and a moft fignificant and 
fly wink of the “eyes, told me he had made a rare day’s work 
of it. *“ Bur,’ addedhe, * I fee you have been talking with 
Agreltis. Poor fellow; he is crazy; I remember him a very 
fubltantial man upon "Change ; but fince he took it in his 
noddle that he could bea farmer, he is become downright mad, 
He buys land without the leaft judgment, and knows, indeed, 
fo little of agriculture, that I quefticn if he can tell wheat from 
in to you what a firft and fecond crop means. 
eat him out of houfe and home; and do juftas 
they pleafe, while all the advantage he reapsis to be able to 
tell his acquaintances that he is determined to raife his hay, 
and to plane more potatoes. Why, I don’t fuppofe that he 
eats a cabbage out of ap rater ene does not coft him five 
fhillings. Poor fellow! 1 pity him; he will certainly be 
ruined. Why does he not lay out his money in the funds, 
where he can always know where to find it ?—government fe 


and aftera 





curity, Mr. Meanwell; none of your blights z ind hurricanes; 
no grumbling about too much, or too tittle rain; none of 
cating out the pronts, and the lord knows what; 

, Mr. Meanwell, mad, aad 
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* i ean en tells m v happy he is fince he come 
men i va large feale. “ It is fo comftortae 
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worth money—and yet how he muddles it away in taverns 
and public houfes, keeping all forts of company, and fome, of 
courfe, not the very beit, and all kind of hours; drinking any 
fort of poifon that is fold under the name of wine. Mercy 
onus! why it is the life of a beaft; but the fa& is, there is 
no reafoning with Dick—he is mad, ftark mad, by Heavens, 
and I fhould not wonder if he died in St. Luke’s.” 

Dick’s account is fomewhat different—* It is very true, 
as you fay, Mi. Meanwell ; I might keep houfe, and I might 
fee company at home ; but you know my means are rather 
narrow—lI am in years—a widower, and I have no children. 
I go, it is true, every evening to our club, but then we never 
exceed three or four fhillings—and as to houfekeeping, why, 
when I kept houfe, I was always robbed by myfervants. Now, 
here Lhave no plague of that kind; but now we talk of 
houfekeeping, there’s Ned Freeman, a fellow thatI once had a 
good opinion of ; he would be a houfekecper forfooth; why, 
if he had married and been regular, one would not mind it fo 
much; but he muft keep a girl forfooth; and what is his 
company compofed of? A fet of fellows without a fixpence 
intheir pockets, who eat and drink at his expence, and will be 
the firft to turn tail upon him, when he becomes poor, which 
I think cannot be at any great diftance. For my part, I think 
he is mad, and have thought foa long time. It is a maxim 
with me, that a man who keeps a town houfe, and a country 
houfe, a girl, and a ftud of horfes, and fuch company as Ned 
keeps, muit be mad, and fo I have told him an hundred times.” 
—The diftin@tion to be made between thefe two madmen af- 
fords another proof that ‘ It requiresa nice eye to diitinguifh 
between fome people’s and other people’s madnefs.”’ 

In middling life we hear very {evere remarks mace upon the 
manners of the great, who are concluded to be mad, becaufe 
of their extravagance and gaming. Yct when we lif{ten to 
the converfation of the great, we hear thear expreis their 
aftonifhment that little paltry cits will'be fo mad as to imitate 
the follies of their tuperiors, to lofe more money at cards than 
they are able to pay, to hire expentive villas, and affect to give 
entertainments on a grand feale. * Oh! they muft be mad 
to think of fuch things !’’ In private life, indeed, we meet 
every day with ftriking inftances of the difficulty there is ** to 
diftinguith between fome people’s madnefs and other people’s 
madnefs.” Between the madnefs of him who borrows money 
without the means or intention of paying it, and of bim who 
lends it upon the fecurity of fome abfurd and impracticable 
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fcheme. Between the daughter who falls in love with her 
father’s footinan; and the father who forces his daughter into 
the arms of an old dotard. Between one candidate who is 
unfuccefsful and ruins his fortune in a borough election, and 
another who fucceeds, and is all but ruined by the fame means, 
Between the gambler who rifks ten pounds more than he is 
worth, and him who rifks tenthoyfand. Between the habitual 
drunkard who deftroys his conftitution by cheap, and him who 
effects the fame purpofe by expenfive liquors. . Be: ween bim, 
who {pends all his time, to the injury of his trade and family, 
at a fkittle ground, or him who (quanders a noble patrimony, 
and the accumulations of his anceftors on Afcot-heath, or at 
Newmarket. Between him who attacks Chriftianity by a fet 
of flimfy arguments and forced witticifins, and fays he is con- 
vinced ; and him who leads an irregular and profligate life, 
and boafts he is a Chriftian. Between him who fancies his 
old broken chair is a fuperb coach, and he who imagines that 
a fuperb coach can conceal deformity of mind, and wicked- 
nefs of actions. To diftinguifh between all thefe certainly 
requires anice eye, and to pafs evenly between them, requires 
avery firm, fteady, and correc ftep. 

It will follow, alfo, from what has been advanced, that it 
requires nofmall portion of feif. knowledge to be able to de- 
termine to what clafs of madmen our own ations principally 
tend, and it would be bur fair to endeavour after fuch knows 
ledge as we are fo very apt to give judgment, without any certs 
mony, inthe cafe of others. It appears that the fame term of 
reproach mad, is applied to ations of very different natures, 
and it would therefore be defirable to fix upon fome rules to 
determine us inour application. Di@ionary-writers, as] have 
hinted, give us but little information, and medical authors 
treat only of avery {mall portion uf madmen; namely, thof 
who are under confinement; but, according to the vulgar 
expreffion, “ If all be true that is told,” the majority of mad» 
men are at,liberty. I fhall, therefore, conclude with a hint, 
that if as much care were taken of the latter, as there is 
generally taken of the former, the diforder, at leaft in a great 
many fhapes would difappear, and men would give theit 
rational natures fair play, nor fhould we have fuch frequent oC- 
cafion to repeat, with the dramatift: “ ’Tis a mad world, ay 
matters !”” At prefent, we may almoft fay with the chattering 
Lord Polonius ; “ To define trae madnefs, what is’t, but to 
be nothing elfe butmad?’’ Iam, Sir, &c. 

R, MEANWELL 
Inter sfling 
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Interefting Account of a new Route to the Eaft Indies by 
Aleppo and Bagdad ; exhibiting many curious Parti- 
culars of the Cuftoms and Manners of the Turks. 


(Concluded from Page 132.) 


HAT evening, as we fat in the caravanfera, a man 
entered and fpoketo Haflan, who feemed to pay great 
attention to what he was faying. He was a well made man— 
below the middle fize—and had that kind of countenance 
which befpeaks fhrewdnefs, ingenuity, and mirth, At length 
he retired ; and foon after Haflaa bid us rife and follow him : 
He went into a fort of public room, where a number of people 
were collected, fitting as is the cuftom in coffee- houfes on low 
fools. Haflan pointed to me to fit down, which Idid: Then 
placing the interpreter near us, he fat himfelf: And ftraight 
I percei: ed the little man, who had juft been {peaking to.him, 
flep forth from the crowd and begin to pronounce a fort of 
prologue, which I neither underftood nor withed to underftand : 
It appeared from his cadences to be medrical, and feemed, by 
the little impreffion it made on his auditors, to have nothing 
particular to recommend it. At length, however, he paufed, 
and hemming feve.al times toclear his pipes, began again to 
bold forth. “ Heis going totella ftory,” faid the interpreter. 
The attention of all was fixed upon him, and he proceeded 
With a modulation of tones, a variety of action, and an energy 
of expreffion, that 1 think I have never beard or feen excelled : 
His action indeed was fingularly admirable; and I could per- 
ceive that he was occafionally {peaking in the tones of a man 
and a woman ; in which latter character he gave a picture of 
whining ludicrous diltrefs, that moved the rifible mufcles of 
allthe company. I looked at Haffan, and he was grinning as 
merrily as could any monkcy or Frank in Afia, 

The linguift occafionally interpreted what the ftory-teller 
wasfaying ; and I foon began to fulpegt that it was.a ftory 
Thad more than once read ia the Arabian Nights, though 
altered, and in fome meafure Gramatized by the fpeaker. J 
looked feveral times archly at Haflan, and he returned my 
glance, as much as to fay, you fee I don’t laugh atall this. At 
length, however, the orator came toa part where he was to 
Mimic a poor little hunch-back (for I now difcovered it to be 
the ttory of little hunch-back) choking with a bone: He 
threw up his back 5 {queezed, till all the blood in his body 
feemed collected in bis face, his eyes rolled in their fockets, his 
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knees knocked, he twifted and folded his body, putting his 
fore. finger and thumb into his throat, and pulling with all his 
might, as if to pull fomething out: At lengh he grew weaker, 
ftretched his arms down, and his fingers back, like thofe of a 
perfon ftrangling—kicked, fell, quivered, and dicd. 

It is impoffible for any defeription to do jultice to the pers 
feétion of his acting ; and what rendered it the more extraor- 
dinary was, that though it was a f{cene of death, and well a@ed 
death, he continued to render it fo ludicrous in circumftances, 
as to fufpend the audience between a laugh and cry. They did 
not remain long fo ; for he fuddenly bounced up, and began 
the moft doleful lamentation of a woman, and exhibited fucha 
fcene of burlefque diftrefs as I never witnefied. All burft out 
in torrents of laughter, Haffan as well as the reft—lI alone re- 
mained purpofely ferious; and the orator, according to cuftom, 
broke off inthe middle of an interefting fcene. 

When we returned to the caravanfera, I rallied the Tartar 
on the fcore of his laughter : He growled, and faid, “ Who 
could avoid it? Why did not laugh as you were wont!”— 
* Becaule,” faid 1, 6 he did not a& as comically as you.”— 
«¢ No,’ returned he, “ but becaufe Franks and monkies 
only Jaugh for mifchief, and where they ought not. No, 
Jimmel, you will never fee me Jaugh at mifchief.”"——** What,” 
faid 1, “ not at a poor man’s being choked !”"—* Nay,” 
faid he, “ I feldom laugh, yet I could not avoid it then.” 
That very hour, however, a puppet-fhow was exhibited in the 
fame room, and my grave guide laughed till the tears ran dowa 
his cheeks, and his voice {unk into a whining treble. Karags 
hufe was certainly extravagantly comical, though filthy ; and 
frightened a Cadi with a whole troop of Janiflaries, by letting 
fly at them a thot or two—a parte po/?. ; 

The next day we fet out well mounted, and pufhed on with 
renovated {pirits toward Bagdad. Haflan could no more have 
the aflurance to cenfure laughing 3 and, as I was little difpoled 
to doit intime of danger, we were likely to agree well. In 
fhort, we began to like one another’s company; and if I 
brought him to be a greater laugher than he ufed to be, he gave 
bimfelf the credit of havimg made me much more ferious wan 
Thad been betore—l profited by his inftructions. 

It would be an effort as idle and fruitlels on my part, as ua- 
entertaining and uninterefting on your’s, to attempt to give you 
a regular detail of our prozrefs trom Moful to Bagdad; te 
fame general cautions were obferved, with the fame occafional 
relaxations. Haflan ftill continued to treat me witha fe 
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netition of himfelf and his horfe, his own feats and horfes’ 
feats; to be filent when ill-tempered, and loquacious when 
gay; to flog the attendants at the caravanferas; order the 
beft horfes, and eat the beft victuals, and to give me the beit 
of both ; and finally, we had our fallings out and failings in 
again: ButI had not the mortification of feeing any more 
women tied in facks on horfes’ backs, and excoriated with a 
ride of 50 miles a day. 

As we rode along we overtook feveral times ftraggling cal 
lenders, a kind of Mahomedan monks who profefs poverty and 
great fanctity ; they were dreffed all in rags, covered with 
filth, carried a gourd, by way of bottle, for water—lI prefume 
fometimes for wine too—and bore in their hands a long pole 
decorated with rags, aud pieces of cloth of various colours. 
They are {uppofed by the vulyar to have fupernatural powers : 
But Haffan, who feemed to have caught all his ideas from his 
betters, exprefled no fort of opinion of them; he /alam'd.to 
them, and gave them money, however. It was extraordie 
bary enough, that they were all in one ftory-—all were going on 
a pilgrimage to Mecca, or, as they call it, Afadje. 

As foon as ever we got out of their fight and hearing, Haflan 
thook his head,and repeated ‘© Hadje, Hadje !”’ feveral times 
doubtingly, and grinned, as he was accuftomed to do when he 
was diipleafed, without being able ‘to manileft anger. 
“ Hadje !” he would cry,  Hadje, Hadje !” 1 afked him 
what he meant 3 and he {aid, that thefe fellows were no more 
going to Mecca thanI was. “ I have athoufand anda thous 
fand times,”” faid he, “ met callenders on the road, and always 
found them facing toward Mecca. If I am going fouthward, 
Talways overtake them ; if northward, I meet them ; and all 
the time they are going wherever their bufinefs carries them. 
lovertook,”” continued he, * one of them one day, and I 
gave him alins and pafled him by; he was coming, he faid, 
after me, coward Mecca: But I haltedon purpofe tor a day, 
andhe never pafled ; and a merchant arriving at the fame 
caravanfera informed me, he hed met the very fame fellow 
four leagues farther northward; who had anfwered him with 
the fame flory, and {till had his face turned toward the fouth.” 

After patiing through an immente tract of country, diftine 
guifhed by nothing that could ferve even as a circumttance to 
mark znd remember our daily journies, but which I obferved 





to grow manilcitly woric, both in foil and climate, as we pro 

ceeded fouthward, we came in fight of the famous city of 
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and onthe 18th from that of my departure from Aleppo; in 
which eighteen days we had rode fourteen hundred miles, 
partly through a route which no European, I have reafon to 
believe, ever took before. 





Obfervations on the various Benefits derived from that 
ufeful Animal, the Sheep. 


MONG the various animals with which Divine Provi- 
dence ha$ ftored the world for the ufe of man, none isto 
be found more innocent, more ufeful, or more valuable, than 
the fheep. The theep fupplies us with food and clothing, and 
finds ample employment for our poor at all times and feafons of 
the year, whereby a variety of manufactures of woollen clath 
is carried on without interruption to domettic comfort, lofs to 
friendly fociety, or injury to health, as is the cafe with many 
other occupations. Every lock of wool that grows on its 
back becomes the means of fupportto ftaplers, dyers, pickers, 
fcourers, {cribblers, carders, combers, fpinners, fpoolers, 
warpers, queclers, weavers, fullers, tuckers, burlers, fhearmen, 
preflers, clothiers, and packers, who, one after another, tumble 
and tofs, and twift, and bake, and boil this raw material, till 
they have each extracted a livelihood out of it; and then comes 
the merchant, who, in his turn, thips it (in its higheft ftate of 
improvement) to all quarters of the globe, from whence he 
brings back every kind of riches to his country, in return for 
this valuable commodity which the theep affords. 
Befide this, the ufeful animal, after being deprived of his 
coat, produces another againft the next year; and when we 
are hungry, and kill him for food, he give us his kin to employ 
the fell-mongers and parchment-makers, who fupply us witha 
durable material for fecuring our eftates, rights, and pofleffions; 
and if our enemies take the field againft us, (upplies us witha 
powerful inftrument for roufing our courage to repel their 
attacks. When the parchment-maker has taken as_mach of 
the {kin as he can ufe, the glue«maker comes after and picks 
up every morfel that is left, and therewith fupplies a material 
for the carpenter and ¢abinet-maker, which they cannot do 
without, and which is effentially neceflary before we can have 
elegant furniture in our houfes; tables, chairs, looking-glafles, 
and a hundred other articles of convenience: And when the 
winter nights come on, while we are deprived of the cheering 
light of the fun, the fheep fupplies us with an artificial - 
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of light, whereby we preferve every pleafure of domeftic 
fociety, and with whofe affiftance we can continue our work, 
or write or read, and impréve our minds, or enjoy the focial 
mirth of our tables, Another part of the flaughtered animal 
fupplies us with an ingredient neceffary for making good 
common foap, a ufeful ftore for producing cleanlinefs in every 
family, rich or poor. Neither need the horns be thrown 
away; for they are converted by the button-makers and turners 
into a cheap kind of buttons, tips for bows, and many 
ufeful ornaments. From the very trotters an oil is extratted 
ufeful for many purpofes, and they afford good food when 
baked in an oven. 

Even the bones are ufeful alfo; for by a late invention of 
Dr. Higgins, they are found, when reduced to afhes, to be a 
ufeful and effential ingredient in the compofition of the fineft 
artificial ftone in ornamental work for chimney-pieces, cor- 
nices of rooms, houfes, &c. which renders the compofition 
more durable by effectually preventing its cracking. 

Any curious perfon would be much entertained to fee the 
manufactory of bone-ath, now carried on by Mr. Menith, of 
Whitechapel, New Road, wherein the bones of fhecp and 
cows undergo many ingenious proceffes, 1. There is a mill 
to break them; 2 A cauldron to extraét their oil, marrow, and 
fat; 3. Areverberatory to heat them red hot; 4. An oven 
for thoie bones to moulder to afhes; 5. A ftill to colle@ the 
fumes of the burnt bones into a brown fluid, from whence 
hatthorn is made; 6 Furnaces for making parts thereof into 
Glaub:r’s falts ; 7. A fand heat containing twelve jars, for 
collecting a cryttallizing vapour into fal-ammoniac. 

If it is objected to the meck inoffenfive creature, that he is 
expenfive while living, in eating up our grafs, &c. it may be 
anfwered that it is quite the contrary; forhe can feed where 
every other animal has been before him and grazed al] they 
could find ; and that if he rakes a little grafs on our downs or 
in our ficlds, he amply repays us for every blade of grafs in the 
‘chiefs of the manure which he leaves behind him. He 
protects the hands from the cold wintry blaft, by providing 
them with the fofteft leather gloves. Every gentleman’s 
library is alfo indebted to him for the binding of his books, 
for the fheath of his {word, and for cates for his inftruments; 
infhort, not to be tedious in met oning the various ufes of 
leather, there is hardly any furniture or utenfil of lite but the 
heep contributes to render either more uteful, convenient, oF 
Ornamental 
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is0 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
On NEW TITLES. 


Té te PP PINT? s Bi 

SIR, 

EITHER good fenfe, Mr, Printer, nor common fenfe, 

nor humility iticlf, are proofs againft the temptation of a 
new title, All things, animate and inanimate, are fubje& to 
fuch changes of names, as tend to create confiderable con- 
fufion; efpecially among us people of the old fchool, who are 
apt to call things by their proper names, and cannot conceive 
that a little variety of expreflion ought to alter their nature, 

I remember thetime, Sir, when we ufed to meet with old 
women in almoit every family. But now, no fucn thing is 
tobe heardof, Itis not even to be mentioned ; as if it were 
a fin to be old, and acrime tobe an old woman. In lieu, there. 
fore, however, we have elderly ladies ! and perfons fomewhat 
advanced ! 

I remember the time, too, when we had /chool-miffreffs in 
every {treet ; good, plain, decent kind of women ; who, by 
frequently teaching young children, came at laft to learn fome- 
thing themfelves; but this tribe, too, has difappeared 5 andin 
every news-paper you read the polite addrefles of “ Ladies 
habituated to tuition !’ Lobferve, too, that there is a cone 
fiderable decreafe of fchool-mafters, although we have tutors 
in plenty. Asto /chool-boys, 1 have not heard of fuch fora 
long while. They have given way to “ young gentlemen,” 
and pupils ! 

In my time, Sir, we had country houjes to retire to, when the 
fatigues of the week were over. But now, we find nothing 
but doxes, villas, and manfions. Scarcely a country houfe to be 
had for love or money; but fuch has been the extravagance of 
modern living, that we may purchafe at any time a compact box, 
a _fnug villa, and a ff lendid manfion ! : 

Our chai/zs, too, thofe ufeful vehicles on Saturday and Sun- 
day, are no longer to be feen 3 but on every road near London, 
you may behold hundreds of whifleys, buggies, curricles, phate 
tons, fulkies, and foctables. 

In decent iamilics, one ufed to fee a very ufeful matron, 
called a houfekeeper. Alas! the age of houfckeepers is palt, 
and you have now a fantaftical animal, half lady and half 
fervant, who calls herfelf the /uperintendent of the family 
Aad what has been the coufequence ? Laftead of being able to 
place before a vifitor on his arrival -fome refre/hment, the cat 


give him oaly athimbleful of a cardial / 
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In a paper the other day, I obferved pregnancy defined to be 
“ the confequence of indifcretion 5’? and as to crim. con. 
gallantry, and an affair of honour, I need not tell you tnat they 
have driven out of the field the fixth and feventh command- 
ments.— But I muft conclude for the prefent, for fear I fhould 
lofe my own name ; and am, Sir, your’s, 


/HUMPHREY BRIEF, 





Singular Account of Kang Hi, Emperor of China. 


{From * Anecdotes of diftinguifhed Perfons,” Vol. IV. juft 
publithed. ] 


ANG HI was one of the moft illuftrious Princes that ever 

fat upon the throne of China, To great talents anda 

comprehenfive underftanding, he added the graces of virtue 

and of piety, and from his carlieft life exhibited that ardour of 

mind fo well fuited to the difficult tafk of governing. He 
came to the crown in 1661, and died in 1724 

When the Emperor Cham-chi, his father, was on his death- 
bed, he aflembled his children together to fix upon a fucceflor to 
his kingdom. On afking his eldeft fon if he fhould like to be 
Emperor, the latter anfwered, that he was too weak to fupport 
fo great a burden. The fecond made nearly the fame anfwer. 
But when he put the queftion to young Kang Hi, who was not 
quite feven years old, he replied, “* Give me the empire to 
govern, and we fhall fee how I fhall acquit myfelf.”” The 
Emperor was much pleafed with this bold and fimple an{wer. 
“ He isa boy of courage,” faid Cham-Chi: “ Let him be 
Emperor.” 

The pomp and the bufinefs of the throne did not interrupt 
the labours of Kane Hi. He ufed to tell his children, by way 
of making them ftudy, “ Icame to the throne at the age of 
eight years. ching and Lin, my two minifters, were my 
mafters, and they made me apply myfelf inceflantly to the 
ftudy of the King and the annals of the empire. Afterwards 
they taught me eloquence and poetry. Atfeventcen years of 
age my paffion for books maie me get up before day-break, 
and fit up very Jatein the night. [applied my mind fo much, 
that my health fuffered oy it; but my {phere of knowledge was 
enlarged, and a great empire cannot be well governed unlels 
the monarch has a great fhare of knowledge.” 

Some one reprefenting to this Prince, who was defcended 
from the Tartar Kings that bad conquered China, that it was 
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rather extraordinary he fhould entruft the care of his perfon to 
fome Chinefe eunuchs; he replied, “ [ fear the Tien too 
muct to be afraid of eunuchs ; befides, the eunuchs make me 
watch ftrictly over myfelt.” 

A thort time be‘ore he died, he fent for the Princes his fons, 
and thus addr-fled thom : “ [have diligently fludied hiftory, 
and I have made my reflections upon every thing that has 
happened inmy reign. I have obferved, that all thofe who 
were defirous to do mifchief to others diced miterably ; that 
thofe who had no feeling, met with perlons more cruel than 
themfelves ; and that even foldiers who were fangu nary with- 
out neceffity, did not die a natural death. The Tien revenges 
one man by another, and he often makes him that has prepared 
the poifon drink it himfelf. [am now 72’ years of age; I 
have feen the fourth, andeven the fifth generations of many 
families. I have co ftantly obferved happinefs, peace, and 
wealth, perpetuate themielves in thofe families who love virtue, 
Poverty, calamity, reverfe of fortune, and a thoufand accidents 
have before my own eyes precipitated into mifery, or deftroyed, 
thofe families that had enriched themfelves by injuftice, and 
who were prone to revenge, and delivered up to diforder, I 
have concluded then from all that I have feen, that tne courle of 
events is juft, Thofe who act upright gather tne pleafant 
fruits of their good condu&, and thofe who aé vicioufly receive 
their punifhment even in this world.” 

His penetration of mind, his great knowledge, the majefty 
of his appearance, his bravery, his magnificence, his inde’ ti- 
gable application to the bufinefs of his kingdom, procured Kang 
Hi from his fubje€ts. the glorious appellation of the father 
and the mother of his people.” 





On the PRISONS of PHILADELPHIA. 
(Concluded. from Page 96.) 


WELVE infpe@tors are charged with the adminiftration 

of the prifon, Six of them are re-celeéted every fix 

months, or make room for others. The object of this free 

quent election is, to prevent the citizens from being fatigued 
by over-long attention to the painful duties of their office. 

The infpeétors are permitted. to petition the governor for 

the pardon of prifoners: They make ufe of this privilege 


whenever they think themfelves well aflured of the amend- 
ment 
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ment of a convidt, and that he has acquired a fufficient fum 
of money by his labour, or has the means of fubfiftence in 
his family. Some conviéts, after fix months imprifonment, 
have left the gaol with near fifty dollars, acquired by their in~ 
duftry. The governor feldom refufes to pardon prifoners, on 
the requeft of the infpectors. It is granted even to mur- 
derers; but not unlefs the petition is figned by the parents, 
or friends, of the murdered. Inthe lacter cafe, however, the 
infpeCtors feldom exert their influence. Yet, as every co ivict 
is acquainted with the privilege of the infpectors, bis mind is 
conftantly animated by the hopes of pardon, and ae perceives 
how much it is for his interef* to amend, 

The convicts, on leaving the prifon, receive the overplus 
of their gains e:tier in mone , if the infpefors think they 
will not make an improper ufe of it, or in clothing, in cafe of 
want of confidence in the difcretion of the liberated. There 
are fome who difpofe of their profits, even during the time of 
their imprifonment, for the maintenance of their families; 
and, fuch have been the admirable fruits of their new difci- 
pline, that of thofe who leave the jail, whether in confequence 
of a pardon, or on the expiration of their fentence, not more 
than two in a hundred ever return to it: Whilft, under the 
old fyftem, the prifons were filled with incorrigible criminals, 
who carried out more vices than they brought ins abufed their 
liberty by the commiffion of new crimes, and were continually 
teturnig to their fetters till they terminated their exiftence 
on a fiaffold. 

By atable annexed it appears that, in the courfe of four 
years, more than two hundred perfons have been rendered fer= 
vicea le to the world, to whofe lot, according to the old fyftem, 
it would have fallen, e.ther to have difturbed fociety as long 
as they exifted; to have been for ever fequeftered from it, 
or torn from life by the hand of the executioner. Let it not 
be thought that this change in the criminal jurifprudence of 
the country, or in the difcipline of its prifons, mitigates teo 
much the condition of the criminals ; even were this true, 
fuch indulgence could be no evil, as the refult is to the advan- 
tageof fociety. But the idea is falle. The certainty of pu- 
nilhment is complete. The accufed, if convicted, may, in- 
deed, indulge the hope that, by his amendment, his imprifon- 
ment may be fhortened ; but he is certain to undergo the full 
Ngour of his fentence till the moment of his enlargement. 

This certainty of punithment has already proved a great 
check upon criminality. The regularity and order of the 
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prifon; the cold and unrelaxed feverity with which the prifoe 
ners are treated contributes tothe fame end, 

The refult of an experiment, which includes four years, is— 
That many perfons, formerly loft to fociety, are reftored to it, 
become ufeful members of fociety, and bring back into it 
thofe habits of labour and induftry, which are the moft power- 
fu) prefervatives againft crimes. And farther, the expence of 
the prifoner’s detention does not fa!l upon the public; the ftate 
is burthened with no part of the expence, but has, on the cone 
trary, an income arifing from this fund, which is thrown into 
the public treafury, 

The fuccefs of this new fyftem (hitherto adopted only in 
Philadelphia) is on the point of being more complete than the 
beneficent Howard (a name above all praife) himfelf ventured 
to contemplate ; for he confidered the hope that the labour of 
the prifoners would defray the expences of thcir detention as 
an illufion; and yet thofe in the prifon of Philadelphia, on 
their difmiffion, befides paying their expences of every kind, 
take with them an overplus of profit. Howard’s opinion alfo 
was, that fetters, and even whipping, were indifpenfable in the 
management of prifons; and yet all corporal punifhment, as 
well as irons, are forbidden in thisjail, And laftly, the punifh- 
ment of death, which, in Mr. Howard’s opinion, the law 
ought fill to inflict on houlebreakers, incendiaries, and mur- 
derers in general, is here confined to murder of the firft de- 
gree. This punifhment, fo often inflicted by legiflators, 
merely becaufe they knew not how todifpofe of the criminals 
to whom they granted life, ought then only, according to every 
principle of morality and found policy, to be pronounced when 
no other means exift of preferving the community from fome 
great peril. In every other cafe, it becomes a cruelty detri+ 
mental to its true interefts, and punithes the criminal lefs fe» 
verely than that clofe and rigid confinement in feparate cells, 
which leaves the infulated criminal to the heart-rending recol- 
leGtion of his crimes. 

May the new cont:nent, accuftomed to receive from Europe 
that illumination which her youth and inexperience requilty 
ferve, in her turn, as a model, to reform the criminal juril 
prudence, and eftavlith a new fyltem of imprifonment in the 
old world, fevere and terrible, yet juft and humane! To Ame 
rica we are indebted for the example ; the opinions that gavé 
it birth are, doubtlefs, of European origin; but the attempt a 
an almoft entire abolition of the punifliment of death, and 


the fubititution of a fyftem of reafon and juftice to that af 
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bonds, ill treatment, and arbitrary punifhment, was never 
made but in America. Every thing, I repeat it, ought to en- 
courage Europe to follow the example. 





PROPOSAL for an ufeful HEAD ALMANACK, 


To the PRINTER, 
SIR, Plymouth, Auguft 11, 1796. 


AS [ apprehend it may be ufeful, as well as agreeable, toa 
great many of your readers, :o know, at any time, what 
is or will be the day of the month at any week-day in the enfuing 
year, 1 would recommend the following verfe, (which, if you 
will allow the expreffion, may be ca led an Head Almanack,) 
to be retained in the memory, fo as to be at any time repeated ; 
by which, with the examples beneath, any perfon may eafily 
find what day of the month any day of the week will beia 
1797, OF vice Verfa. 


HEAD ALMANACK for 1797. 


“ Subje&ts wicked were, 

“ Savage murder threat’ning ; 
«¢ Sad tumults forbear, 

“© Swords, wars, and fighting.” 


Pleafe to obferve here are twelve words, each anfwering or 
correfponding regularly to cach month in the year, (omitting 
the conjunction, and); as “ Subjects”’ to January, “ wicked” 
to February, ‘* were” to March, * Savage” to April, 
® murder” to May, &c, 

Each of thefe words begins with the initial letter or letters* 
of the week day as begins each correfponding month; as, 
it, S. Sunday, Jan.—2!, W. Wednefday, Feb.—3d, W. 
Wednefday, March.—4th, Sa Saturday, April—5th, M. 
Monday, May—oth, Th. Thurfday, June—8th, Tu. Tuef- 
tay, Auguft, &e. 

The application is extremely eafy, as I fhall endeavour to 
hhew by the following examples : 

Ex. 
* When one letter begins two days in a week, the fecond let- 


ter diftinguithes 3 as S. Sunday, M. Monday, Tu. Tuefday, W. 
Wednefday, ‘Th. Thurfday, F. Friday, Sa. Saturday. 
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Ex. 1.—To find what day of the month the firft Monday 
in June, 1797, will happen on. 

Upon repeating the verfe with the months correfponding, 
I find the word “ threat’ning” anfwers tothe month of June; 
the firft day of that month, therefore, begins with the initial 
letters of that word, viz. Th. Thurfday, 1ft, Friday 2d, Sa- 
turday 3d, Sunday 4th, Monday, 5th. 

Ex. 2, What week-day is Lady-day, the 25th of March, 
next year? The word “ were’’ correfponds to March ; 
which, therefore, begins on a Wednelday, 1 ft, and confequently 
the 8th, 15th, and 22d, are Wednefdays alfo, Thurfday 23, 
Friday 24, Saturday 25, or Lady-day. 

Ex. 3.—Suppofe the year 1797 to be now come, and on 
the third Sunday in September, | want to know the day of the 
month, 

I find the word “ forbear” the initial of which, F, for 
Friday, begins September ; and therefore Saturday is the 24, 
and the firft Sunday is the 3d, fecond Sunday roth, and the third 
Sunday 17th. 

It is poffible that it may be objefted, that before I can tell 
the day of the month, I muft have the month and the week- 
day given. True, I muft fo; and fo I mutt in order to find 
the day of the month by the almanack, The above fou: lines 
retained, anfwer the end of an almanack, as to the above pur- 
pofe; and, if this method is, upon trial, found as ufeful as it 
appears to me to be, I hope that fome of your cor: efpondents 
will favour the public, through your Weekly Entertainer, 
with fuch an Head Almanack tor every year. 

Iam, Sir, your conftant reader. 
J. WILLIAMS, Junior. 

N. B. I took the hint of the above from an old Gentle 
man’s Magazine tor 1752, but that method is nothing near fo 
cafy in the application. 





IMPORTANT IMPROVEMENT. 


Number of the inhabitants of Birmingham have aflo- 
ciated to build miils, bakehoufes, &c. for the purpole 
of iupplying, firft the fubfcribers and afterwards the public, with 
flour and bread. At Alcefter, an excellent eftablithment o 
the kind has been fet on fcot, under the aufpices of Lord 
Hertford, who has (in the Birmingham papers) recommended 


its provifions to the imitation of the people of Biraing!ar. 
CURIUUS 
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CURIOUS ELECTION TRICK. 


T the late affizes for the town of Berwick, the following 
caufe came on to be tried, refpecting the ele&tion of the 
Mayor of Berwick :— 

It appeared that the privilege of voting for the Chief Ma- 
giftrate of that town had been violated by an officer in the 
corps of Berwick volunteers; who, on the day of eleétion, 
compelled fuch a part of them as he believed intended to vote 
contrary to his inclination, to march for exercifeto a place 
they had never ufed before, and fo remote from the town, that 
they would of courfe be deprived of the opportunity of giving 
their fuffrage. 

The corps was formed on the exprefs condition that they 
were not to be marched above five miles out of Berwick ; 
that they were not to remain on exercife beyond a limited time; 
and the days to be limited to the Wednefday and Friday in each 
week; yet,on the day of election, (which was not the ufual 
day of exercife) thofe who had promifed their votes to the 
plaintiff, Mr. Forfter, were marched into the county of Dur- 
ham. A Mr. Wills infifted on being excufed attending, but 
was refufed, and forced on by two ferjeants and a corporal. 

Several voters, who had promifed Major Hall, (the other 
candidate) were allowed leave of abfence; the others were 
exercifed till the officers became weary; they then went to 
have fome ale; afterwards the privates were ordered to reft 
themfelves on the fide of ahill, cll it was known that the 
election was concluded. 
piracy, to deprive the profecutors of the exercife 
of their franchile, being proved, the jury gave a verdi& for the 
plaintiff, Mr. Foriter. 


The con! 


Anfwer, by Fobn Rattenbury, of Plymouth Dock, to TV. Zillwoea’s 
Rebus, inferted May 16. 





ee enigma I read,my mind in fad plight, 
’ Lill wondrous to tell, DARKNESS gave me light. 
Webhave received the like anfwer ios nT. ~\W elch, of 
Bride w: ters P, Hoare, of St ke Climfland; T. Whicker, 
of Exe n; te Sil iV, ¢ of Car ams R.I. of Gulvals T om, 
a Litk ard 5 W. Maddic kK, of R ttcry ; ps Br ling of Caftle 
Carey ; I’. Bullock, of St. Columb; W. Ned of Ply- 
mouth Dock; and N. F. of Lyme Regis 
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An ENIGMA, by E. Sherman, of Cornwood. 


4 NIGMAS have on many things been made, 
Yet none on me has ever yet been faid 
That I did ever hear, or read, or know— 
I wonder why I fhould be flighted fo, ; 
Since ] am with you ftill whsree’er you go; 
And if I’m not as you'd have me to be, 
The leaft.of blame cannot be laid on me. 
For I can’t make myfelf—no more than you, 
Whatever is my fhape, my form, or hue. 
Tho’ very often I am cut and bruis’d, 
And barbaroufly by villains am mifus’d ; 
I fuffer more than now I can impart— 
Almpft enough to melta ftony heart; 
I’m prick’d, I’m ftabb’d, I’m cut and mangled fo, 
That my true colour you can fcarcely know. 
I’ve with the lily white been oft compar’d, 
For aiding beauty I am ftill preferr’d; 
For the increafe of beauty ftill is mince, 
I by my clearnefs make it brighter thine; 
For if bereft of me your charms are loft, 
No more of beauty’s brightnefs muft you boaft. 
With angels I compar’d have often been, 
And am not abfent from the King or Queen 5 
Yet with the cottager I bear a part, 
And by his labour | am often hurt; 
But let me have fome {pace of time to reft, 
I well again fhall be, and new replac’d. 
I inthe Holy Writ am mentioned oft, 
And into other colours have been wrought ; 
But here,on Albion’s ifle, I’m moftly white, 
Tho’ in fome other parts as black as night; 
Yet here I’m brown, as.e’er you faw a berry, 
Likewile as red in colour asa cherry. 
In thort I’m {mooth, 1’m rough, |’m dry, I’m wet; 
Sometimes fo cold I {earcely can get heat; 
Some parts of me are cover’dand kept warm, 
Whiie others are expos’d tocold and barm 5 
Again, fome parts you lovingly do greet, 
While other parts are trampled under feet ; 
Nay fhould you write on me for one whole year 
My thapes and colours would not all appear. 
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For the Weexty ENTERTAINER. 
THOUGHTS on EARLY RISING. 
Written at the Age of Sixteen. 


HE clock ftrikes five, its time to rife ; 
Come heave thy fluggith head, and ope thine eyes ; 

Oh! feize the precious moments as they fly, 

Let ev’ry moment loft create a figh ; 

Bid fleep farewell, and go unto thy book, 

And there for wiidom’s treafures earnett look : 

And whilft the world is drown’d in ulelefs rett, 

Be up, and bufy, ufing time the beft. 

Our time is precious; did we know its worth, 

We then fhould call our every talent forth ; 

To ufe it well, not treat it with that flight, 

Which perfons do, who fleep by day and night; 
Mortals awake ; that time ye {pend in fleep, 

Which fo bewitchingly doth o’er you creep ; 

Spend to fome better purpofe, act like men, 

The thought, methinks, accelerates my pen : 

Did men - try this {fcheme, they foon would fall, 
Into a plan which profit brings to all: 

Thy health demands it ; hear then its requett ; 
Wouldft thou be healthy? Leave all ufelefs reft ; 
Arife betimes, and breathe the morning air ; 
Thou’ lt go throughout the day, thy thoughts are clear, 
As chryttal brooks that flow throughout the meads, 
And give refrefhment to the thirfty tteeds : 
Retire toreft betimes ; andif thou’rt wife, 
Early to bed thou’lt go, and early rife. 

Jj. B————, Junior. 


Homerton, March 29, 1794+ 








To F AN C Y. 


FT hath thy aid beguil’d the hour, 
Which grief effay’d to mark her own ; 
Ott I’ve invok’d thy foothing power, 
Toblant the thorns her hand had ftrewn. 


Now hatte, to where the peafant fings, 
And the happy milk-maids fmile ; 

Where the airy footitep {prings, 

Free from forrow—free from guile ! 
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With them we’ll rife at early dawn, 
And carol blythe the charms of May; 

While carelefs as the bounding fawn, 
O’er hill and dale we {peed our way. 


Or when rich autumn yields a ftore, 
And fruitful boughs refign their charge, 
We’ll ftrew the newly-whiten’d floor, 
While grateful thoughts our fouls enlarge. 


Then, hov’ring round a fparkling fire, 
Where each contrives to tell his tale; 
While to excel they all afpire, 


We'll place the fruit, and ‘** nut-brown ale.”’ 


The warmeft corner we’ll refign 
To age!—and all a parent’s claim ; 
And while their filver ringlets fhine, 
We'll cheer them with affection’s flame! 


Nor let the fhiv’ring wanderer pafs, 
Unaided by our theltering door ; 

We'll thield them from the dew-dipt grafs, 
And fhare with them our ple teous itore. 


Or, if diftrefs fhould pafs that way, 
To feek the future day’ s fupport ; 
While down their cheek a tear fhall ftray, 
And more than words our pity court: 


Ve'll guide them to our fire-fide, 

nt id Fa ag comfort in their ear ; 
We'll change the fource of forrow’s ti le, 

And wipe away the gathering tear: 


The {weet reward of fummer’s toil, 
Shall warm their cold and pallid cheek ; 
The heartening milk for them fhall boil, 
And friendly {miles their welcome fpeak. 


Nor fhall they know but one kind hour, 


lo make another more fevere 
We’ll dry the grateful drops that t fhower, 
And afk their aid the co yming year: 


Then round our Chriftmas board we’!] fit, 
And blefs the Besatenes hand of Heaven; 


And what we lack in wea!th or wit, 


In health and con{cience hall be ¢ given. 


MYRA. 
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